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Stop withyour wheels straight ahead: When you're waiting to make a turn, 
keep your wheels straight. If they're turned to the left and you're hit hom 
behind, it will push you into oncoming traffic. Do the same when turning right, 
to avoid being pushed into pedestrians. 

Watch the sidewalks: While you're waiting for traffic to clear for your left­
hand turn, always watch the sidewalks on both sides of the intersection. Ifyou 
turn during a break in traffic but then have to stop for a pedestrian, you will be 
stuck in the intersection and could be hit by oncoming vehicles. Be sure to look 
for some distance, as bicycles or skateboarders can reach the intersection very 
quickly. 

Stop at the lines: Bring your car to a stop behind the white line, and don't 
creep over it unless you're making a right-hand turn on a red. This leaves the 
walkway open for pedestrians. Ifyou're out too far, it can put them 
dangerously close to traffic. 

Look both wqys every time: All too often, drivers making right-hand turns at 
lights or stop signs only look to the left for traffic. Never move your vehicle 
without looking to the right as well; there may be pedestrians crossing in front 
of you. Always make eye contact with pedestrians, to ensure that everyone is 
aware of intentions. 

Make sureyour car is safe: Have your vehicle checked on a regular basis to 
be sure that your brakes, steering, and shock absorbers are in good condition. 
Listen for any unusual sounds, such as squeaking or grinding that could 
indicate worn brake pads. 

Your single most important safety item is your tires - every other safety 
item, from airbags to stability control, is there to help "mop up" after your tires 
have lost contact with the asphalt. Have them checked regularly for tread depth 
and wear. Tires contain "wear indicators", which look like little bars running 
crossways between the treads; if you see them, it's time for new tires. 

Check your tire pressure regularly, at least once a month. The 
recommended pressure is indicated on a label in the door jamb or in your 
owner's manual, not on the tire itself. Properly-inflated tires are safer, wear 
evenly, and save gasoline. 

"All-season" tires are a compromise, and good-quality, winter-specific 
tires will vastly improve perfonnance, both in snow and on cold, dry roads. 

Good tires aren't cheap, but your life and the lives of your loved ones 
are riding on them. Along with brakes, they should be your number-one safety 
priority. 


