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when the time comes, but the real­
ity is that they may not be in a posi­
tion to know when that day actu­
ally arrives. 

So what can be done? Through 
panel discussions, a number of so­
lutions came to light - and also the 
realization that many agencies 
and many people must be in­
volved. 

"We need to plan a 'transition 
strategy'," said Jennifer 
Kroeker-Hall, Manager of Driving 
Licensing Policy for the Insurance 
CorporatIOn of British Columbia 
(ICBC). "We need an infrastruc­
ture. It's more than just licensing 
and de-licensing; we want to 
shape a system to accommodate 
older drivers. That means build­
ing vehicles that can accommo­
date them. It means 'walkability', 
and communities must focus on 
this. We need better communica­
tion before the driver is at the 
point beyond getting help." 

"There's an issue of mobility 
transit, which doesn't always 
come at convenient times, and if a 
seniors' group gets a volunteer 
driver, it's often another senior. 
Licensing bureaus can't do this on 
their own. They are part of a part­
nership of government, of stake­
holders, of the police and seniors' 

groups. This is more than just li­
censmg."

Community action may involve 
better police training, so they
know what to do when faced with a 
driver who may not be in control of 
a vehicle; better communication 
between patients and doctors, and 
between doctors and licensing 
bodies, to help identify problems 
in the early stages and plan appro­
priate actIOn; Improved methods . 
for testing senior drivers, includ­
ing not overwhelming a driver by 
including too many professionals 
in the vehicle during a road test; 
more options for those who cannot 
drive, including a convenient tran­
sit system, support for volunteer 
drivers, and community planning 
so that amenities are easily acces­
sible even by walking; a focus on 
seniors in rural areas, where pub­
lie transit does not exist; and easy 
access to information, including 
programs presented by seniors to 
seniors, where workmg with a 
peer may have more effect than a 
program that might be considered 
a lecture when presented by a 
younger person. 

Also discussed was the impor­
tance of drivers assessing them­
selves, including the rule 01 "use it 
or lose it." Not only is it important 
to practice driving skills, but it's 

Dobbs, is that women tend to let 
their husbands do the bulk of the 
driving. "A male's life expectancy 
is six to seven years past the point 
of driving, while a female is ten 
years," she said. "She needs to 
start preparing for the day when 
her husband can't drive anymore. 
Ifhe loses his abili!r to drive, they 
will still be mobile.' 

Drivers need to consider their 
overall health, and remain active 
when not behind the wheel; to look 
objectively at such things as one's 
night vision, or to realize habits that 
may be detrimental to safe driving, 
such as not judging traffic properly!'
and to be willing to discuss potentia 
problems with the doctor. 

Of course, no one wants to ad­
mit difficulties to a doctor if that is 
going to result in immediate li­
cense seizure, and that's why this 
needs to be an all-encompassing 
plan that takes every aspect of 
public safety and private mobility 
mto consideration. This is where 
associations such as seniors' 
groups, church congregations and 
community groups need to be in­
volved. And it doesn't just mean 
seniors fighting for their rights; 
we're all getting older by the min­
ute, and even younger drivers 
need to think about issues that will 
come into play in future, whether 

to foot traffic. 
"We know that the best driving 

comes from experience," Mark 
Yakabuski said. "We need innova­
tive solutions. We need to support 
the people who have' given to our 
country, and our country must 
give back to them." 




