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Both fountain and rolling ball pens will come in 

Monaco blue, a metallic satin shade; in champagne and car­

bon black, with perforations that evoke the appearance of 

vintage automotive leathers; and a smooth, powder-coated 

performance black, whose matte finish is intended to echo 

automotive trim. The fountain pen, which comes with a 

rhodium plated solid 18karat gold nib in fine, medium or 

broad, also features Cross's first rubberized gripping section, 

which provides extra comfort when writing. The rolling ball 

pen retails for $90, while the fountain pen is $160. 

The C-Series' automotive heritage is evident in several 

details. The clip is "reminiscent of an automotive tool," 

Kingsley said. "I wanted to make this functional, and one of 

the things I did was add a live hinge. From a side view, 

there is a hex bolt on the pivot point. It feels like a car door 

hinge-smooth functionality with a purpose. The logo is 
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very bold, as when you open the hood of the car and you 

see the name cast in the engine. It's meant to have that feel­

ing. And inside each bter, there's a chiseled treatment." 

People who know and appreciate cars will pick up on all 

these details, he added. 

Other automotive components also find their way to 

the pen: the chrome appointments at top and bottom are 

meant to resemble the facets of wheel lug nuts, while the 

center ring has a strong, mechanical appearance. 

While the rolling ball is capless, the fountain pen uses a 

threaded cap. "We did that with the Sauvage and we had a 

good response to it, so I decided to bring that back," 

Kingsley said. "It's a very design conscious screw thread 

detail. It couldn't just be a stylized screw thread; a lot of 

thought went into what would be the best rotation distance 

of your fingers when you thread it on." 




