
Th~ne -s h a ped barrel end 0' the 

Sm art per doubles as a PDA st ylus 

Sm art is a popular ca r brand in 

Eur op e, w here it is an ideal ve h icle 

for zipping throuqh crowded cit ies 

while sav ing fue l. 

SMART IS NOT YOUR AVERAGE 

vehicle , It is sm all enough 

that two of them will fit en d­

to-end in a stan dard parking 

space; it can even be parked 

perp end icul ar to th e curb, 

without the nose sticking out 

into tra ffic. Don 't be fooled 

1 by th e size, though. With its 

high roofline and sloping 

floor, Sma rt is com fo rtable 

even for those well over 6 

feet tall. I've st uffed twelve 

bag s of grocer ies and two 

cases of soda in to the cargo 

area, and the passen ger seat 

fold s flat for even more stor­

ag e. Opt for the cabriolet 

mod el , and you get a so ft 

roof that can be push ed back 

or dropped down and roo f 

rail s th at sna p out easi ly for a 

fu ll open -air experience . 

The car is built ar ound a 

rei nforced Tri dion steel cage 

for safety. Smart contains 

four ai rbags and electro nic 

stabi lity control and meets all 

US cras h test standards . 

Should you des ire a color 

cha nge, its plastic body pan­

els snap on and off; reskin­

ning the enti re car takes 

about two hours. Equ ipped 

with winter t ir es, it tackles 

foul wea the r as well as any 

com pact car, and it s 1.0 liter 

rear-mounted engine takes 

regul ar-grade gaso line and 

returns an estimated 50 mpg. 

This is not an all-p urpose 

vehi cle; orig inally design ed 

fo r Europe's narrow streets 

and legendary par kin g woes, 

Smart is primari ly a city com­

m uter, des ign ed for singles or 

couples carry ing a reasonable 

amou nt of carg o. Even so, it 

can hand le itself on the high ­

way; acce leration isn't blis­

tering by anyone's measure, 

but once yo u get it going , 

Sm art can crui se all day at 

75 mph . 

For more on Smart, visit 
smartusa.com. 
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